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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY  

 

Between March and October 2022, CRM TECH performed a cultural resource study 

on approximately five acres of undeveloped land in the City of Adelanto, San 

Bernardino County, California.  The subject property of the study, Assessorôs Parcel 

No. 3132-161-61, is located on the western side of Verbena Road and to the north of 

Hook Boulevard, in the northwest quarter of Section 17, Township 5 North, Range 5 

West, San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian.   

 

The study is part of the environmental review process for a proposed subdivision of the 

property into 19 single-family residential lots along a cul-de-sac leading to Verbena 

Road.  The City of Adelanto, as the lead agency for the project, required the study in 

compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The purpose of 

this study is to provide the City with the necessary information and analysis to 

determine whether the project would cause a substantial adverse change to any 

ñhistorical resources,ò as defined by CEQA, that may exist in or around the project 

area.   

 

In order to identify such resources, CRM TECH conducted a historical/archaeological 

resources records search, initiated a Native American Sacred Lands File search, 

pursued historical background research, and carried out an intensive-level field survey.  

Through the various avenues of research, this study did not encounter any ñhistorical 

resourcesò within or adjacent to the project area.  Therefore, CRM TECH recommends 

to the City of Adelanto a finding of No Impact regarding ñhistorical resources.ò   

 

No further cultural resources investigation is recommended for the project unless 

development plans undergo such changes as to include areas not covered by this study.  

However, if buried cultural materials are encountered during future earth-moving 

operations in the project area, all work within 50 feet of the discovery should be halted 

or diverted until a qualified archaeologist can evaluate the nature and significance of 

the finds. 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

Between March and October 2022, CRM TECH performed a cultural resource study on 

approximately five acres of undeveloped land in the City of Adelanto, San Bernardino County, 

California (Fig. 1).  The subject property of the study, Assessorôs Parcel No. 3132-161-61, is located 

on the western side of Verbena Road and to the north of Hook Boulevard, in the northwest quarter of 

Section 17, Township 5 North, Range 5 West, San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian (Figs. 2, 3).   

 

The study is part of the environmental review process for a proposed subdivision of the property into 

19 single-family residential lots along a cul-de-sac leading to Verbena Road.  The City of Adelanto, 

as the lead agency for the project, required the study in compliance with the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; PRC §21000, et seq.).  The purpose of this study is to provide 

the City with the necessary information and analysis to determine whether the project would cause a 

substantial adverse change to any ñhistorical resources,ò as defined by CEQA, that may exist in or 

around the project area.   

 

In order to identify such resources, CRM TECH conducted a historical/archaeological resources 

records search, initiated a Native American Sacred Lands File search, pursued historical 

background research, and carried out an intensive-level field survey.  The following report is a 

complete account of the methods, results, and final conclusion of the study.  Personnel who 

participated in the study are named in the appropriate sections below, and their qualifications are 

provided in Appendix 1. 

 

 
 

Figure 1.  Project vicinity.  (Based on USGS San Bernardino, Calif., 120ôx60ô quadrangle [USGS 1969])   
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Figure 2.  Project area.  (Based on USGS Adelanto, Calif., 7.5ô quadrangles [USGS 1993])   
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Figure 3.  Recent satellite image of the project area. 
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SETTING 

 

CURRENT NATURAL SETTING   

 

The City of Adelanto is situated in the northwestern portion of the Victor Valley, which lies on the 

southern rim of the Mojave Desert and immediately to the north of the San Bernardino-San Gabriel 

Mountain ranges.  The climate and environment of the area is typical of southern California ñhigh 

desertò country, so called because of its higher elevation than the Colorado Desert to the southeast.  

The climate is marked by extremes in temperature and aridity, with summer highs reaching well over 

110ºF and winter lows dipping below freezing.  Average annual precipitation is less than five inches, 

most of which occurs during the winter months and occasional monsoon storms in summer. 
 

The project area consists of a rectangular-shaped parcel of vacant land surrounded by existing 

suburban residential neighborhoods on the north, west, and south and bounded by Verbena Road, a 

local thoroughfare, on the east (Fig. 3).  Further to the east, another residential development lies 

uncompleted across Verbena Road (Fig. 3).  Elevations in the project area range around 3,090 feet 

above mean sea level, with the terrain slopes slightly downward to the north.  An intermittent 

drainage runs roughly north-south across the central portion of the property.  The ground surface in 

the project area has been disturbed to some extent by road intrusions and the excavation of a ditch on 

the north end, and much of it is littered with construction debris and domestic refuse (Fig. 4).  

 

Vegetation within the project area consists mostly of creosote and other small shrubs and grasses.  In 

its native state, the project area is a part of the Creosote Scrub Plant Community, dominated by the 

 

 
 

Figure 4.  Current natural setting of the project area.  (Photograph taken on April 8, 2022; view to the south)   


